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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


PLO PRESENCE IN LATIN AMERICA SEEN AS ATTRACTION TO TERRORISM 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 5 Jul 79 p ll 


[Article by Manfred Schonfeld: “Arafat Envisages ‘Many Cubas' and Iraq 
is Reported to be Recruiting Terrorists in Brazil") 


[Text] We already referred once to the possibility of a transfer of the 
problems of the Middle East to Latin America, through the network of 
transnational terrorism. It now seems that this ominous prospect is becom- 
ing a reality. According to what a well-known British journalist stated 
yesterday, at a meeting in Tel Aviv on the theme of terrorism, the Iraqi 
embassy in Brazil is reported to be recruiting young Brazilians of Arab 
origin into terrorist organizations. Moreover, the journalist referred to 
the contacts between the principal Palestinian terrorist organizations--the 
PLO and the FPLP [Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine]--with the 
Soviet KGB. 


The political position of the PLO was defined as one which is “not communist 
nor under the Kremlin's control: (despite the aforementioned contacts), but 

a great many experiences, from the distant past as well as the recent one, 
demonstrate that terms like "communist"--or, in some cases, "fascist"--should 
not be applied in the strictest sense. 

Actual’y, Arafac could claim that his followers, as compared to, for instance" 
those of a Habbash,--are not "communist." The "guerrillas" could say the 

same of their movement, comparing themselves, let us say, to the ERP 
fexpansion «aknown). 


There are even more extreme cases of similar confusion in terminology and 
labelling, often manipulated intentionally, but into which sometimes even 

the mos. impartial observer can innocently fall. Thus, the Italian "Red 
Brigades" could qualify as “anti-communist," considering that they are 
flaltis, against a government before which, at least until now and apparently, 
the party which is officially called "communist" serves as what the British 


1l “Her Majesty's loyal opposition.” 














Arafat, Nicaragua ani Cuba 


Rather belatedly there were circulated in Mexico statements which Arafat 

had made in Lebanon for a television channel of this Latin American country. 
Through them, the highest leader of the principal Arab terrorist organization 
shows his ideological position and his operative ideas, openly, and like a 
"full-length" portrait. 


Rendering, probably without intending it, a small service to the cause of the 
anti-Somoza forces in Nicaragua, he declares himself, obviously, against 
Somoza, whom he compares absurdly to the shah of Iran. (Obviously, Arafat 
has never begun to think if he ever took the trouble to find out in this 
matter, how little in four decades of family and dynastic rule the Somozas 
did for Nicaragua and, on the other hand, all that--despite whatever faults 
his rule may have had--Mohommed Reza Pahlevi did for Iranian progress.) 


But when it is suggested to Arafat that Somoza's overthrow at the hands of 

the Sandinistas might contain the danger that a new Cuba might emerge in 
Nicaragua, or a new Castroist regime, his reaction was overwhelmingly sincere: 
"What is wrong with another Cuba, five or ten Cubas?” 


In fact, from the point of view of an Arafac or those who pay him or direct 
him, that would not be a bad thing. Cuba is a country which, in exchange 

for the subsidies which it receives from the Soviet Union--and without 

which its economy simply would have ceased to exist--sends its troops, 

which moreover are mercenaries, although the government which commands them 
gets their pay, to whatever part of the world in which they are trying to 
serve as a spearhead for Soviet colonial expansionism. Arafat, for his part, 
collaborates with terrorist adventures in any part of the world, he serves 

as go-between between Moscow and Tehran, he works for Qadhdhafi, he plots with 
the Japanese Kamikaze terrorists and he dedicates himself, among other shady 
operations, to holding in check the rich governments of the Arab oil-producing 
countries, through the Palestinians they have taken to their bosom--as 
immigrants, under contract labor, or as refugees-and of whom they must be 
afraid. 








The PLO has created this reputation to such a point that it was necessary 
for Arafat to explain himself in order to reassure the Mexicans who are now 
the shah's hosts, that the PLO was not ordered by Khomeyni to assassinate 
the overthrown monarch. He made it known that the Iranians themselves could 
take care of that matter. 


Japanese Terrorists in Brazil? 


This, then, is the man and this the organization which enjoy the confidence 
of the Brazilian government, for the simple reason that Brazil's mismanaged 
economy has remained for now at the mercy of the supply of oil coming from 
Iraq and because the conditions which are linked to such a supply are 
formulated according tothe criterion of a strategy dictated from Moscow. 





lt is understood that, given similar premises, the gigantic South American 
country could turn--in a much looser, less controllable and, therefore, more 
dangerous way, than litile Nicaragua--not into a “second Cuba," but indeed 
into a new editton of the hotbed of guerrillas and subversive elements which 
already existed once and into a new spearhead for the penetrations of 
transnational terrorism in Latin America. It go s without saying that a 
similar spearhead would be infinitely more effective in such a vast country 
and one whose frontiers extend virtually throughout the entire subcontinent 
than if it were a question of more limited and more easily controllable 
territories. 


The news that a group of members of the notorious Japanese "Red Army" has 
arrived in Brazil only confirms such fears. The aforementioned international 
network has the habit of applying a well-balanced law of "division of labor." 
it has all kinds of people for all kinds of jobs and it shifts its personnel 
according to the circumstances and the necessities of the moment, 


More than Ideology, Idiosyncrasy 


[t is a question, in general, of a danger of a deeper nature than that which 
is involved in the ideology of these subversive factions: it is its 
idiosyncrasy which conditions its operative modelity and which tends toward 
a corrosion of certain basic concepts which--in war as in peace--were 
traditionally applied in the West, even during the worst moments of moral 
decadence and if they were not, at least they were proclaimed as the norm 
of ideal behavior, as an unattainable “desideratym" but which should not be 
lost from sight. 


The subverstve zroups fight precisely against this, which is the reason why 

it does not matter to them--among other considerations--to play the communists 
game or to let themselves be used and, above all, payed by the Kremlin, even 
though they are not always necessarily or entirely identified with the 

Marxist creed, 


ad 


The authoricy ef am amoralism which allows them to feel themselves placed 
above the traditicnal ethical guidelines--among others, those which refer to 
loyalty anJd coherence of doctrine--seems to them, in final analysis, more 
important than any dogma. 


“wom thie [t t: clear that they find particularly fascinating the--shamefully 


dcubl --eame of a regime like the Castro one which, on one hand, is, more 
than an allye a vassal, a client and a lackey of Moscow, but which, on the 
oth r baad, gives itself the luxury of preparing itself to be nothing less 
than the ‘mphiteyen of the so-called nonalined countries. 

che ‘wo main nations of South America, whose respective military governments 
beast of havine eradicated international Marxist subversion, seem not to 


lize all this. Prazil is going arm in arm with the PLO and Argentina 
' prominent place among the "nonalined" cowntries which will 











These are incongruities of international politics which can only be under- 
stood, we suppose, by those who have a broader view of the world than ours. 


PHOTO CAPTIONS 


l. Arafat and his friend Firmenich, smiling at each other. 


ro 
. 


Yassir Arafat attending, in the middle of last year, the ilth World 
Festival of Youth (communist), in Havana. The Cuban capital will be, 
in September of this year, the site of the meeting of the bloc of 
"nonalined" countries, to which our country belongs, 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


COMMENTARY WARNS OF CUBAN THREAT IN CARIBBEAN 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 1 Jul 79 p 2 
[Commentary by Guillermo Martinez Marquez: “Beaches, Hotels, and Subversion"] 


(Text] American opinion appears to have recently discovered that in the West 
Indies, or British Antilles, there are some very different and less agreeable 
things than the beaches and hoteis favored by the tourists. 


After the unexpected “coup d'etat" in Grenada, the information media in the 
United States has let loose a veritable “publicity campaign” on the region, 
and each day in hundreds of newspapers and magazines there are colorful 
storics on the customs of the inhabitants of the islands, strange photo- 
graphs of their topography, and sometimes even ingenuous political analysis 
inspired by the absurd comparison of the poverty of the Caribbean iclanders 
with the well-known material comforts of American farmers. 


Few reporters have noticed the accumulation of explosive ill will produced 

by agents of Fidel Castro disguised as "teachers," “experts,” and other 
professional subversives sent by the Cuban Communists to neighboring islands, 
and the security services of the United States have not spotted the danger, 
or perhaps the officials responsible for reviewing such reports have not 


emphasized their true importance. No one has pointed out the obvious exist- t 
ence of a subversive plan that covers the entire Caribbean region, from 
north of Venezuela to the Gulf of Mexico, including Central America. Much 


less has the possible relation of planned disturbances with the meeting of 
developing, nonaligned, of what-have-you countries convoked by the govern- 
ment in Havana tor September been even hinted at. 


The most that any shrewd American colleague has said is that "there is un- 


rest’ in the Caribbean. (Neither the warnings of university professors nor 
the "round tabies" organized by the Inter-American Press Association 


recertil, succeeded in calling the attention of those responsible for the 
se_urity of the United States to the situation. ) 














The defeat of the British Laborites has not had a natural repercussion in 
the Caribbean islands, because some time ago the Laborites had encouraged 

a rapprochement between the islands’ rulers and the Communists from Havana. 
Instead of going to London, the Prime Minister of Jamaica went to Mos:cw 
recently. The leader of the coup, Maurice Bishop, did not have to cansult 
with No 10 Downing Street to take advantage of the absence of Eric Gairy 
and dislodge him from power in Grenada. When English statesmen claimed that 
their subjects in the Antilles would not follow the bad example of the 

Latin Americans because they were schooled in British respect for the law, 
they forgot about the presence of Fidel Castro in the Caribbean and the safe- 
conduct that the Laborites themselves had provided him for influencing 
public opinion and the political future of their islands. 


Ambassador Henderson of Great Britain was right in saying that no longer is 
England a world power but it does not even occupy a front rank in Europe. 
And much less in Latin America! In the Caribbean area, which supposedly 
has been under the influence of Washington for years, the inheritance has 

without doubt passed into the hands of the First Socialist Republic of the 
Americas. 


The coup d'etat in Grenada may have been a bolt out of the blue for the 
Americans, but the events that followed could have very well been foreseen 
and perhaps even headed off on time. 


The political agitation that has erupted in the British islands has spread 
to their Caribbean neighbors of French and Dutch origin. It is Havana that 
supports, trains, and finances the agitators, who operate openly as am- 
bassadors or secretly penetrate the labor unions and the student groups or 
in religious denominations and among the farmers. 


The presence of the “hah of Iran in the Bahamas provided the occasion for 
several political scandals, of which some rulers or ex-rulers appeared to 
be the central figures, for alleged improprieties connected with gambling 
licenses. These scandals are useful to the Communists in their efforts to 
discredit the rulers and to subsequently overthrow them by violence. Alle- 
gations of corruption mark the beginning of subversive propaganda in almost 
every nation of our hemisphere. 


Violence appears to have broken out also in Dominica, one of the small 
islands to the northeast of Venezuela, which only has some 790 square miles 
and barely 80,000 inhabitants, but which does have, according to those 
knowledgeable on the subject, a certain strategic value in the area. As a 
result of the continuing agitation, which came as a protest against the 
threatened strike of civil service employees, the government of Patrick 
John had to resort to police action. Thus, a new chapter in the history 
of the island has begun. 


It is possible to suppose that this chain of events has awakened public 
opinion in the United States. 
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INTER-AMERICAN Ar FAIRS 


BRIEFS 


VENEZUELA INVESTS IN CARIBBEAN--This year Venezuela will invest some 
5 million bolivars to help develop a program of cooperation with the 
Caribbean islands, according to an announcement made in Rome by Asdrubal 
Aguiar, sectorial director general of International Cooperation. Aguiar 

is in Rome as a member of the Venezuelan Federation attending the FAO's 
Economic Consultative Meeting. Aguiar told VENPRES that PROCA [Program 

of Cooperation with the Caribbean Islands/ was created by the previous 
administration to provide assistance to the smaller English-speaking 
Caribbean islands in the form of technical cooperation. This year 5 million 
bolivars will be spent on the program, he said. Aguiar added that through 
PROCA, Venezuela would also provide technical cooperation, materials and 
medical supplies to these islands as well as promote activities to help 
trai. the people. He also said that inaddition to this program, Venezuela 
provides assistance to the Caribbean through the Venezuelan Investment 

Fund and the IDB Trust Fund which has available $500 million. The fund was 
modified last month. In closing Aguiar said that the “hanges were designed 
to facilitate and expand Venezuelan aid to underdeveloped countries. He 
mentioned the recent cases of aid to Bolivia and the Dominican Republic. 
[Text/ [Carac as EL UNLVERSAL in Spanish 4 Jul 79 p 23] 8599 
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FURTHER REPORTAGS ON REACTION TO UNIVERSITY LAW 
Students Join Critics 
Buenos Aires LA PRINSA in Spanish 27 Jun 79 p 6 


[Text ] An assembly of university student associations from various parts 
of the country has issued a statement in which it describes the university 
bill published by the authorities as "discouraging" and at the sane time 
demands revamping of the entire university policy, 


"The bill does not embody an educational orientation," the statement main- 
tains, adding that it merely proposes standards aimed at manipulating the 
university and at subordinating it to government policy, 


According to the students, "the burden of repression the bill contains im- 
plies that Argentine society is not ready to finally leave behind the dead 
weight of stateless subversion and that it is not capable of growing, 
quantitatively and qualitatively, in order to provide itself with an open, 
great, free and creative university," 


The statement adds that "the text of the bill demonstrates that there is no 
university policy" and points out that it takes no notice of the concern 
for resolving the problems affecting the university, nor does it outline 
teaching programs that conform to the country's needs, 


"The way in which the university is to provide capable professional, tech- 
nical, scientific and humanistic graduates so that Argentina can rid itself 
of the crisis it is in is not even sketched in the bill," it notes, going 
on to stress the fact that "evidently no thought was given to this," 





In enumerating the concrete proble-s the univezsity is confronted with at 
this time, the statement among others mentions "the dramatic drop in the 
academic level, the inadequacy of sa’aries and lack of dedication of in- 
structors and the incredible shortages of facilities and teaching materials," 


It then deals with the text of the restrictions imposed by the bill and says 
that "it is not a question of playing partisan or factional politics; rather 
we cannot keep the university and university students and faculty from 








thinking about and taking stands on the country's fundamental problems," 


The sisters of the statement then repeated their condemnation of subve. sion, 
"tit we reject," they immediately added, "a standard that is intended lo 
erystctlise domination and which with its prohibitions and discriminations 
will keep us from advancing in the fields of education and research at the 
rate required by a nation conceived of as great, sovereign and just in its 
distribution of goods among its children," 


"Je cannot turn our faculties into a field of agitation," they added, “but 
we are opposed to the banning of free intellectual debate in their midst 
and the opportunity to discuss without fear the problems our country is 
facing and should overcome if it is not to return to the frustrations of 
the past," 


The statement was signed by the National Student Union (UNE) of the National 
Universities of Buenos Aires, La Plata, Mendoza and La Pampa as well as by 
the Catholic University of La Plata, the University of Moron and the Uni- 
versity of sl Salvador, 


The Northeastern University Movement (MUNE) of the National University of 
the Northeast, the Student Center of the University of the South Nong of 
Bahia Blanca and the National University Movement of :mtre Rios (MUNER) of 

the liational University of mtre Rios added their signatures to the statement, 


Flaws, Proposals Discussed 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 4 Jul 79 p 8 
[Sditorial: "The University Law"] 


[Text] With each passing day, we find it more necessary to reestablish the 
better educational tradition, as concerns the functioning of institutions 
of higher learning, The country should have an academically autonomous and 
administratively and financially independent university in which there can 
be ne darger of again falling into an undisciplined state and into disorder 
or irto en inadmissible dependence on official policy, 


As far as the status of the universities is concerned, the bill recently 
made public by the minister of culture and education does not deviate from 
reecymition of the fact that they are “legal entities of a public nature 
which enjoy acedemic autonomy and administrative, economic and financial 
indevendence," but it gives rise to the contradiction of imposing on them 

2 le;xil system which openly subjects them to the authority of the executive 
branch in matters that pertain to its way of governing, The bill provides 
for tre appointment of the rector of each university by the president of the 
reputblic "at the nomination of the Ministry of Culture and Education," which 
mecus climinztion of the usual practice of election of a rector or president, 
ac Wo case may be, by the University Assembly, If we consider that the 
cerns wil! olso be appointed in the same way, by decision of the minister 
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culture and education "at the nomination of tne rector," it is not hard to 
reach the conclusion that the weight the professors can exert in electing 
the top university authorities is very little since they are not represented 
on the higher councils, Under the circumstances, we cannot say that the 
administration of the university will be placed in the hands of the faculty 
and much less can we say that its adacemic and administrative autonomy will 
be firmly guaranteed, But there will be a marked dependence on the execu- 
tive branch in the administration of institutions of higher learning, 


Fortunately, this bill is in the form of a “working paper," open to public 
consideration with a view to encouraging an exchange of opinions which will 
be taken into account before it is approved by the Legislative Advisory 
Committee, That is, there is still time to review the provisions proposed 
and introduce others that will assign effective legality to the principle 
of university autonomy, already recognized by Law 1,597, passed on 3 July 
1885, and confirmed by all successive versions of the law, In the opinion 
of the eminent man who inspired this law, Dr Nicolas Avellaneda, autonomy 
is the "very essence of the Argentine university," 


Another basic error we note in the draft that has been prepared is the one 
which states that the exercise of administrative duties is incompatible with 
political activity, forgetting that the latter constitutes a right and a 
duty for any citizen interested in the fate of his country, The great pro- 
moters of Argentine education were active politicians and Avellaneda himsclf 
was simultaneously rector of the University of Buenos Aires and a senator, 
we recently said that political activity and teaching at a university form 
two clearly defined spheres of action in which the good judgment and sense 
of responsibility of the individuals who in turn serve in these fields mst 
prevail, However, the bill lacks a decisive provision that would prevent 
the return to the educational institutions of those who turned them into 
centers of disruption of law and order and fields of partisan warfare, It 
is appropriate to note that it was clearly set forth in Executive Decree 
6,403, passed by the liberation revolution government, that "those who have 
committed positive and manifest acts which objectively attempt to promote 
totalitarian doctrines opposed to the dignity of free men and the operation 
of republican institutions will not be allowed to participate in competitive 
exams for teaching and administrative positions," with the additional pro- 
vision that this measure will also be applied to those officials and ecu- 
cators who have demonstrated their "solidarity with the dictatorship" or 
"have compromised the concept of independence and dignity of the university," 
Article 24 of the present bill, which deals with “criticisms and petitions," 
is marked by its extreme vagueness in the handling of such an important 
matter, We should not forget that not just a few public and private uni- 
versities were set up as fortresses to harbor disruptive elements and to 

do so relied on the support of appointed professors for the sole purpose of 
insulting the nation's best republican and democratic traditions, 





There are many weak points in the bill which deserve special mention but we 
cannot overlook the fact that we have been confronted with discussion on 
and lesislation of the bill at a time when another version of the law is 
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being drafted which will include all aspects of educational activity, The 
editing of the "Organic Law on Education" should have been accorded priority, 
insofar as that portion of it to be applied in the university domain is con- 
cerned, since it would have enabled us to precisely fit institutions of 

higher learnin;; into the general framework of Argentine education, It is 
obvious that we have an “overdimensioned™ university in comrarison with the 
other teaching levels, The elementary and secondary school programs are 
affected by a very serious problem of abandonment by students and by a short- 
age of resources that would assure a reasonable level of general education, 
when the country returns to political and institutional normalcy, we will 
again have to go through a situation in which most of the voters are incapable 
of reading the ballots with which they wil’ be electing future administrators, 
And we already know what happens when illiterate and semi-literate masses 
influence election results, 


lheanwhile, we are witnessing an uncontrolled proliferation of universities 
whose reason for existing has not always been demonstrated, The large number 
of university level institutions and the profusion of professions and titles 
do not coincide with the reality of a country that has been unable to resolve 
the serious problem of illiteracy, In fact, we have to face up to what has 
been called "the redimensioning" of university activity; but this cannot be 
properly done without taking into account the educational reality as a whole, 
that is, seeing to the needs of all levels of education, This is a task 

that is especially the concern of the educators who, as we have noted, are 
not represented in the higher council of each university, 


CRUP Critics 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 6 Jul 79 p 9 
[ Text ] We received word yesterday on the details of the plenary session of 
of the Council of Private University Rectors held last week in Santa Fe, 
During the session, the paper sent at that time by council authorities to 
the minister of culture and education, with observations on and criticisms 


of the draft oill for the university law, was discussed, 


According to our sources, "the only university that objected to the pre- 


sentatic.u was the Argentine snterprise University," UADi, while the repre=- 
sentative of the Argentine Catholic University (UCA), whose rector did not 
attend, is alleged to have said that he did "not know about the paper," 


As far as we know, most of the universities (16 out of 24) were represented 


The paper in question, which was duly anticipated in these columns, was 
formulated by the president, Attorney Francisco J, Pinon, and secretary, 
Dr Nicolas Argentato, of the CRU? {expansion unknown | and commissioned by 
the 18 llay plenary session, 

















As noted, the rector of the Saint Thomas Aquinas University of the North, 
Reverend Father Anibal «©, Fosbery, did not attend the session, A critique 
of the paper, written by him, was published in our Tuesday edition, 


The sources we consulted insisted that "each and every one of the opinions 
expressed at the lay session" were presented to the minister, 


we were assured that, at the santa Fe session, “except for the UCA and the 
UADs, all the universities represented expressed their agreement with the 
contents of the paper," although our sources admitted that "some of them 

maintained that the tone of the presentation could have been less harsh," 
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ARGENTINA 


RADICAL LEADER ALFONSIN DEFENDS PERONISM 
Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 1906 GMI 26 Jul 79 PY 


[Excerpt] Cordoba, 26 Jul (NA)--Radical leader Raul Alfonsin, in a letter 
addressed to the local newspaper LA VOZ DEL INTERIOR in which he answers 
an editorial on a remark he made about Peronism, expresses the belief that 
that political movement "created the most outstanding populism in Latin 
America, 


"It is absolutely ridiculous to make a study of it (Peronism) without 
taking into account the fact that it brought about social changes which 
demonstrated the need to consider the economic aspects of human rights 
with regard to the most humble sectors," the radical leader said. 


He added that "it is important, very much so, to see to it that the people 
who alined themselves with Peron adopt a firm democratic decision. It 
seems to be pretty clear that an analysis of all that is lost when the 
republic's institutions disappear is a more effective instrument for the 
realization of this goal than accusations (which, on the other hand, can 
be reciprocally exchanged)." 


According to Alfonsin, "it is not a question of ignoring history or of 

not condemning what has justly been condemned; it is a question of not 

becoming naive enough to play the game of the oligarchy which, stating 

the obvious, sees the greatest danger to the achievement of its designs 
in the unity of the people." 


In another part of his letter, the radical leader states that “what is 
important is that the people as a whole come out in support of democracy, 
as opposed to autocracy; for autonomy, as opposed to dependency; and for 
participation, as opposed to noninvolvement. 


"This should be carried out by the political parties in an effort which 
incluces all of them in order to finish once and for all with the periodic 
emergence of the fascist model, which is very coercive," he adds. 


He meirtains that in order to achieve this objective "it is very necessary 
to actieve the strengthening of political democracy and an increase in popu- 


tc: porticipeticn. the speeding up of the economy, the reestablishment of a 
me og ‘he economy and in society and the implementation of 
© promote social justice," 


cCsn- ann 











CUBA 


NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETS, CALLS FOR GREATER EFFORTS 


Important Documents Approved 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 15 Jul 79 pp 2-3 


[Text } 
SOCIAL SECURITY LAW 


@ THE NATIONAL Assembly of Peapte's Power 
began its first ordinary session 1979 on 
Wednesday, July 4, at the Karl Marx Theater 
it Havana with Fidel Castro and Red! Castro. 
president and first vice-president of the Council 
of State, respectively, and other Council of 
Siale members present. The two-day session 
was cheired Blas Roca Calderio, president 
of the National Assembly. 


In the first day of session, the deputies 
my by unsnimous vote the Social we 
, including a series of modifications 
edditions contained in the report the Assembly 
Labor and Social Security Commission hed sub- 


mitted for the consideration of the deputics. The 
Commission had studied the document in fhe 
light of the 567 proposals made in public 
discussions held throughout the country early 
this year, and in which close to two million 
workers participated. 


The report stated in part thet the draft law 
makes for greater benefits and introduces sub- 
stantial changes in the current Law 1100 of 
March 27, 1963, that are geared to extending 
ond anprevls the existing social security system. 
It thus reaffirms the progressive nature of the 
Cuban social security system, The also 
states that the draft law “alms to relate, to a 
greater extent than the a law does, the 
amount of benefits to the soci 
bution made by the workers and 


receive, and to arrive et a more equitable distri- 
bution of the funds destined for social security.” 
The Draft Soclal Security Law approved on 
July 4 is the Icgal expression of the rights, 
undamentol guserantees and principics pre- 
scribed in Articles 46 and 47 of Cuba's socialist 
Constitution. 


security contri- 
the they 
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QELEGATES’ RENDERING OF ACCOUNTS 


The second item 6n the agenda was the debate 
on the methodo for delegates rendering 
accounts and handling the issucs brought up by 
electors. The draft under discussion deait in 
general with the :-ndering of eccounts process 
and in particular with the reguletions governing 
the functioning of the municipal assemblies. 
After nogty. discussion the document was 
passed with e series of modifications. 


ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE: 
RENDERING OF ACCOUNTS 


The unanimous approval of the report on the 
rendering of accounts of the People's Supreme 
Court in 1978 was followed by the reading of 
the report on the rendering of accounts of the 
Attorney General's Office, which stated in part 
that 22 138 cases, that is, 37.1 percent of those 
accrued on file. had been disinissed in 1978. 
A total of 7128 were dismissed for lack 
of sufficient evidence in opening the file and 
15010 because of the impossibility of defermin- 
ing who was the guilty party. The dismissal is 
temporary, and ali those involved are subject to 
subscquent investigation to determine the legal 
action to be taken. It was also reported that « 
total of 3830 acquittals were sepettes to the 
Attorney General's Office, of which 1661 were 
due to the prosecution having withdrawn the 
charges. The report went on to state that in most 
cases the prosecution's decision was the result 
of deficiences in the proceedings and, in some 


the tion had not 
the right to return the incomplete file to the 
court to the nge 


In this debate, Brigadier General Enio 

took the floor to ; _— 

yap mE, 
r 

be included in it. — 














A large number of delegaics took the floor to 
their views. Blas said: “We know 


——F and that recommendations that 
ve been mode are almed at ry bey with 
them by improving the capacity of y 
concerned.” He went on to say that the strug- 


inst crime in our society was a long-erm 
> dl that measures should be taken io 


eae GH & See wie Cams 6 eee 
ished. 


pun 

Fidel, in turn, sald that the ice and the 
courts id be more dema “I don’t 
think we ara carrying out our duty if we simply 


should 
be such weaknesses regarding the battle against 
en anding 


crime. His closing words were given « st 
ovation. 

The report was finally passed by unanimous 
vote. 
PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLIES: RENDERING 
OF ACCOUNTS 

The president of the commission on local 


organs of People’s Power 
provincial assemblies’ sentering of accounts 
1978. At the conclusion of first day, 
Council of State submitted for ratification by 
the assembly the decree-laws that hed been 
adopted in the period between the last session 
of the National Assembly and the present. all of 
which were ratified unanimously. The Council 
of State's resolution to. designate Humberto 
Pérez, president of the Central Plannina Board 
({UCEPLAN), as vice-president of the Council 
of Ministers was also ratified. 


FIDEL’S REMARKS 


“We rely too much on spontaneity, on problems 
being solved eutomatically, without realizing 
that we must wage @ constant, day-to-dey 
a and that the order of the day 
in this struggle is to be demanding, * de- 
manding'” seid Fidel as he took the floor as 
a delegate in the debates on the second and last 


day of session of the National Assembly of 
People’s Power. 


Fidel was speaking during a critical analysis 
of the ‘unctioning of the nation’s passenger 
transportation system. Hrs words were uneni- 
mousiy taken up by the delegates given their 





importance for all Perty end Government cadres, 
leaders and officials, especially those in charge 
of public services. 


Shortly before Fidel spoke, Gaspar Carballido 
Pérez, president of the transportation and com- 
munications commission, had read the report on 
national s¢nger trensporteuon services - 


several ues had spoken, 

valicity of what was contained ee 
Minister of Transportation Antonio Lussén 

had had words of praise for the commission's 


work Sa Aapatas ve de senert Gadiosing 0 whale 


scries deficiencics in transportation ser- 
yf H-— - pr 5, i 


Lussén had drawn attention to the efforts the 
Revolution was making in the transportation 
sector, pointing out thei investments in that 
Scclor im the last two yeers hed amounted to 
600 million pesos, of which 353 million were 


spent in equipment. 


“This will give an idea,” he had said, “of the 
efforts our country is making to this end, and 
we must take measures to solve the problems, 
to train cadres, to have things done the right 
way, for the very fact that these investments 
are ‘beginning to bear fruit and because they 
themselves gencrate growth. 


The passenger-kilometer distance, 


hed in 
creased three-fold over the last two , he 
had sald, and whereas there had on Seen one 


long-distance train in 1975, the number had in- 
creased to five in 1978 as a result of an invest- 
ment of 73 million pesos. He had gone on to 
say that there had also been an increase in thé 
services on board the trains, as well as an 


increase in taxi services and air travel, in 6 

of the fect that there were man 

still to be dealt with. 4 shortcoming 
report in question stated thet after en 


exhfustive analysis of the difficulties and the 
deficiencies affecting the quality of the national 


transportation system, the commission concluded 
that they were caused by the following fectors. 


— Problems of structure 

— Lack of labor discipline 

— Managers who ere not demanding endugh 
— Insufficiently trained personnel 

— Existing pay systems 

— Defective repair and upkeep of equipment 
— Bad state of the railroad tracks 

— Poor treatment of passengers 

— Bad restaurant service and poor hygiene 




















in facilities in terminals, in agencies end 
on trains end buses 


*» 


— Insufficient information for the public 
— Failure to provide scheduled services. 


The , which contained a detailed 
op can at Gene ape SR te + 
that the su s contained in the 


reports 
made on every branch of the national 
transportation service be submitted to the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Council of Ministers, end 
that the National Assembly should be informed 
of the results when it considers appropriate. 


After approving the documents on the national 
pesnenge tenpenetion ——. oS 
belonging to central state administrative agencies 


In the afternoon of July 5, the National As- 


sembly approved reports on traffic 
the “wr + activities of the 


It also approved a motion to send laments 
ot oes Se WON’ 0 Geeument — 


Human Rights and Human Duties 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 15 Jul 79 p 2 


[Article by Jose A. Benitez] 


[Text ] 


@ ONE OF the most important lessons to 
be drawn from the sessions of the National 
Assembly of People’s Power is that we will 
advance in the construction of socialism to 
the extent that we understand that work 
means turning out material goods and ser- 
vices for society as a whple and to the 
extent thet every worker does his or her 
duty in this field. 


Work in a socialist society is not «4 source 
of anguish or daily worry and constant un- 
certainty. as was the case in our country 
years ago, but rather a fruitful activity 
which transforms the wealth of the land into 
materiel and spirituel well-being for al! 
the people. 


3 


Nobody doubts that socielism assures 
people the right to work, to social security 
and welfere, education, free medical service. 
the exercise of power, human dignity end 
full self-realization. 


This became clear on the first day of the 
National Assembly when the Draft Social 
Security Lew the draft methodology 
for the rendering of accounts by delegates 
to their electors were approved, the latter 


16 


having to do with Article 62 of the Con- 


yf -— >t - 4Yy- 
quuee G0 tame gutted’ torte “on 
Lack of labor “has been en 
ever-present factor has an ed- 


had 
verse effect on the quality” of national 
transportation services. The leck 














ministrative re “hes a considerable 
bearing on discipline.” and as 8 
whole “there is « lack of any systematic 


i ive pressure to implement estab- 
lished policies. 


In the field of ¢raffic safety where ac- 
cidents constitute one of the main causes 
of death in our country — 1214 in 1978 — 
the report says that “some of the factors 
giving ris¢ to the general indiscipline m 
the traffic field have been lack of vigilance 
and of regulations,” tha: is, again the leck 
of a demanding attitude. 


Of course one of the features of social- 
ism is that it safeguards human rights and 
advocates and makes possible the perticipa- 
tion of the people in political and economic 
decision-making end in the cultural life of 
the nation. but it also presupposes collective 
responsibility towards society and the state 
in a close relationship berween the indi- 
vidual and society. 


ud 


Our socialist Constitution assures the 
rights of all workers but at the same time 
Article 63 savs: “Everybody has thr dutv 
of caring for public end social property. 


ecceptng work discipline, respecting the 
rights of others. observing standards of so 


cialist living and fulfilling civic and social 
duties. 


The indiscipline and neglect reflected in 
the study of transportation and the 
on traffic problems could also be 
themselves felt in other services and even 
in branches of production, with the cor- 
responding implications for the quality 
quantity of material goods and services 
which are available. 


ministretors and workers.” This : 
ness is required not one, two or three days 
but every day. 


As part of the battle egainst 
irresponsibility, neglect. lack of 
and nonfulfillment on duty, as Fidel said, 
“the order of the day in this struggle is to 
be demanding. Demanding in our work 
and obligations. in the fulfillment of our 
tasks with ourselves. 





Castro's Speech: Be Demanding! 
Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 15 Jul 79 p 3 


[Text ] BLAS. | would like tc cxpress my opposition 


to both proposals: the one that ceme from 

. Medruga end the one mede by Lussén. The 

one from Medruge because it would mean 

including the specitic cease of Madruge in’s 

report by a commission that 1s of @ general nature cover- 
ing ail problems. 


The one by Lussén because that’s not the wey to solve 
a problem It might be « verv chivelrous gesture, and a 
very effective one, to have him and the entire enterprise 
go down there. but if this happens in 500 pleces, Lussén 
cant visit them all to give en explanation. 


I don't think we are getting to the heart of the matter, 
beceuse shit report reflects something we must all be 
aware of the cK" Y - of our system, of our sociel- 
ism. Im all thes | think there is also a problem of con- 
sciousness consciousness on the pert of our cedres, 
leaders. administrators and workers. 


Because if we look at the problems of our resteurant 
services, for example. al! this will emerge. if we look at 
our educations! services, perhaps not to suche high 
wegree. but there ere the problems of the cook who didn't 
do what he hed to, the teacher who didn't show up for 
work. the driver who was specding end the director who 
wes not as demanding as he should have been. 











Lest year we already undertook « battie against the 
shortcomings in our medical serviccs: inadequate atten- 
tion in polyclinics and hospitals and neglect of all kinds. 


If we look at trensportation in City of Havens, we'll 
find five times as many complaints: the empt 
didn't stop to pick > pean and all other 
things that are publis in the paper, the buses that 
took a long time in coming, dirty buses and those without 
adequate upkeep. 


If we look et the taxi service then can just imagine 
the problems that will come to light: bad service, ill- 
treatment of the public, drivers who tamper with the 
taximeter, others who bride the mechanic, another who 
bought @ spare part somebody stole from the workshop. 


lf we look at the services in general we wil! find com- 
plaints of this kind everywhere. 


But who rides the train? It's the same person who 
works, say, in @ polyclinic or drives a bus in Havana 
who is going to visit his relatives in Oriente. The .ame 
person it's someone who works in a restaurant anc! 
doesn’: give r service, It's a case of services i 
by workers tor other workers. 


Yesterday we discussed the problem of crime. | com- 
tag anny i. = on crime “ eons 
yt upreme rt and t ttorney 
should have been more critical and should have 
further into certain issues, such as what we could call 
the paradise we set up here for the offender. We naively 
create al] sorts of safeguards for the offender. I'm 
not opposed to safeguards for the offender. There 
must safeguards ior everybody. But | think we 
must set up @ sysiem of safeguards for society, to defend 
our society, to defend our people. So, some people are 
adopting measures from one viewpoint, other people 
from enother viewpoint, and others from yet another; 
and the result isn't efficient. 


a, L. - be pave of 0 rues | ‘down by 
1 u me ou whic t intent purposcs 
fav the offender, which forced the police to reveal 
to him the information it had, even before the arrest. 


This is what some comrades were talking about herc 
yesterday when | went over to ask @ question, Others 
compleined that so fer as the police and state attorneys 
were concerned, there was no counterweight to the offend- 
er. The offender has his lawyer. | wonder if all the law 
students now at the university are going to be chiefly 
dedicated to defending offenders rather than strengthen- 
ing the courts, state attorney's offices and police. 


At times we are naive in our thinking, transforming 
spontaneity into 4 philosophy. We feel that because our 
system is just, because it strives for justice and against 
the exploitation of man by man, everything will be just 
wonderful. 


There was discussion of certain salary problems — in 
.the report — whether payment on an — basis on the 
national bus system conspires against services being on 
schedule; whether overtime pay has an adverse effect 
since it is greater than the bonus for carrying out services 
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on time. We hhve fostered the idea that everything wil! 
function perfectly in @ spontaneous way, —— 7" fact in 
@ spontaneous way everything may we unction 
disastrously. 


| don't think Lussén alone is to blame for this. even 
though the Ministry of Transportation must bear a large 
share of the blame. I think we are to blame. All th: 
cadres: the edministrative and political cadres, trade 
union cadres, and our press and educational system arc 
to blame. All of them. 


We don't think the problem will be solved by heaving 
Lussén go and give the people of Madruge an explanea- 
tion or because the Madruga case is iftclu in a report 


1 think we must draw conclusions, ga deeper into the 
UL pe th 
revolutionary and social consciousness. {t exists for some 
things that are incredible, admirable, marvelous. If one 
day we tell everybody to make such and such sacrifice, 
they do so that day, that specific day. The same goes 
for a voluntary work mobilization or a mobilization to 
fulfill some difficult internationalist mission. Hundreds 
of thousands turn up who are willing to go to Ethiopia, 
Angola or any other place. In other words, our revolu- 
tionary political consciousness is reflected in some things 
But in others, where it is required on a daily basis. it is 
not reflected. 


All the provincial secretaries of the Party, all the leaders 
o” the Party and the mass organizations: trade unions, 
Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions, Federation 
ct4 Cuban Women, small farmers and so on, are here and 
have listened to this report. 


We have to ask ourselves whether we are gping to solve 
the problem with a measure here today, putting out « 
fire here, another fire there, or whether we musi con- 
clude that we have been naive. We rely too much on 
spontaneity, on problems being solv automatically, 
without realizing that we must wage a constant, day-to-day 
struggle, and that the order of the day in this struggle is 
to be demanding, demanding! (APPLAUSE) 


We have to start by being demanding with ourselver 
and knowing how to be demanding with others. 


This problem was discussed at the last workers con- 
gress, and we sald tha: the first thing @ worker with 
revolutionary awareness should do is say: | demand that 
you be demanding. 


Because we saw, for example, that at the section level 
on state farms the workers ere close friends and neighbors 
of the person in charge end the relations that prevail ere 
those of close friendy end neighbors so far as norms, 
peyments and ail the other things go. 


For the sake of discipline we will probably heve to 
review many things. | could ask Lussén and the other 
comrades why discipline on the railroads has collapsed. 
Under capitalism there was discipline on the railroads: 
the ‘iscipline imposed by capitalism with abuses end 
force, hunger, unemployment, the reserve army of people 
waiting to take over the conductor's or the ticket taker's 
job. | don't think it’s simply a problem — as the repori 
seys — of educational level. 
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FMIGRES MEET THE PRESS, URGE AN END TO ‘BLOCKADE' 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 15 Jul In G 
[Article by Susana Lee] 


[Text | 


IN A press conference held in the 

Cuban Institute of Friendship with 

the Peoples. in Havens, leeders of 

the association of Cuban trades- 

: and small businessmen in Florida. 

US \. reaffirmed their determination to strug: 

lr for the lifting of the economic blockede on 

E. be end for the reestablishment of diplomatic 

erd trade relations between Cubs and the 

«mitted States They also reiterated their full 

‘upport for the agreements reached in the 

islogue between representatives of the Cubsn 

ommunity «road and the Cuben Government 
md their condemnation of terrorism 


Present at the conference were Gerardo R 
Moreno, president of the association, Osnald 
Drago. treasurer: Oscar Monier. »ic¢-treasurer, 
Antolin Gomez. secretary, Benigno Jiménez 
wssistant secretary, and Osveldo Perdo, in 
charge of public relations. They end Arquimi- 
des Avila vice-presidemt of the association 
formed part of o delegation of 164 — 9% of 
ihem members of the association and their 
amilies — uho have recently mede a ten-day 
visit to Cubs 


This is ‘ne third time that @ delegation from 
he associstion hes visited Cubs. and. as on 
Srevious occasions. they visited places of cco- 
vormmic interest and tourist resorts and met with 
Hficiels of Cubsn agencies. On this occasion 
the delegation met with represcniatives of the 
Ministry of Foreign Trade and the Chamber of 
Commerce of Cuba and visited the industriel 
zone of the city of Cienfuegos and the famous 
Veradero beach. 


The association has 362 members — Cuban 
tradcs- and small businessmen residing in 
Miami — who represent a nucleus of consid. 
erable cconomic importence = Thirty-seven 


percent of the business in Miami is in the hands 
with 27 percent being 
The 


of Latin Americans, 


owned by Cubens association was 





founded in the middle of last ycar and was 
besed on the idea that the economic blockade 
was bound to be lifted sometime in the future 


Gerardo R. Moreno seid that they are plen- 
ning a visit to the U.S. State Department to 
demand an explanation as to why the United 
States, a country that trades with every other 
country in the world, insists on maintaining 
the blockade on Cube. 


In response to @ question as to whet effect 
the murder of Carlos Mufiz Verele had on the 
association, Moreno said that the Cuban com- 
munity abroad hed been deeply grieved by the 
news and had publicly condemned the crime 
and all ects of icrrorism in general 


Regacding the implementation of the egre- 
r »nts reached in the dialogue — in which Mo- 
reno took part as representative of the associa: 
tion — he said they considered that every 
Nem on the agenda was being complied with, 
adding that the organization had not limited 
itself to giving moral su to the agreements 
but had also contributed with funds and is now 
reising funds again to contribute to the large 
expenses which the Committee of 75 must mect 
for the transportation of the prisoners and 
former prisoners and their relatives from Cube 
to the United States. 


fhe visitors told of the various forms in 
which they have been attecked for their stend 
in favor of Cuba, which range from their ex- 
pulsion from the Latin Chamber of Commerce 
of Miami to threats against their property and 
persons 


They elso reported thet they ere looking 
forward to increasing the number of members 
end that they have already made contect with 
Cuban tredes- and emall businessmen in Union 
City, New York, Boston ond other places in 
the United States in order to set up branches 
of the association 








They concluded by thanking the Cuban 
Government for all the attention given them 
on the occasion of each visit to our country 
and expressed their satisfaction for the results 
of this visit. 


10 000 CUBAN COMMUNITY 
S\GNATURES TO U.S. STATE 
DEPARTMENT; NO TO ECONOMIC 
BLOCKADE 


A list with the signatures of 10000 Cubans 
re.iding in the USA and Puerto Rico demand- 
ing the lifting of the economic blockade on 
Cuba and the normalization of relations be- 
tween Cuba and the United States was turned 
over to Mr. Wayne Smith, head of the Cuba 
section of the U.S. State Department, on June 
2b, in Washington, D.C. 


The above information was given to Juventud 
Rebelde over the telephone by Manolo Gémez, 


president of the Committee for the Normaliza- 
tion of Cuba-U.S. Relations, who heeded the 
group of four Cubans who officially handed 
over the list. The other three were Juan J. 
Arrom, who teaches literature at Yale Univer- 
sity; Federico Gil, who teaches political sci- 


erice at the University of North Carolina; and 
Mer Mederos, a customs house employee in 
ton. 


“It was the committee's. first public, official 
activity,” Gomez said, “and it took place in a 
cordial atmosphere. We were received by Mr. 
Smith, who apologized for the absence of Mr. 
Vyron gg Department assistant sec- 
retary for Latin American affairs, who ‘was 
unable to attend because he was in a Senate 
debate on Nicaragua. 


“Our conversation lasted about 40 minutes. 
We told Mr. Smith that the majority of the 
Cuban community was in favor of establishing 
normal trade and diplomatic relations between 
the two countries and lifting the economic 
embargo on Cuba; that this was the desire 
reflected in the 10000 signatures. 


“Smith, in turn, told us that he and his of- 
fice were. aware oi the change that had taken 
place among Cuban exiles, but that the rest of 
the political leaders in Washington must also 
recognize there was a political factor involved, 
that Cuban exiles have changed their opinion. 


“We were given a friendly reception ahd, ut 
the end of our meeting, taking into account 
that we hadn't been able to meet with Mr. 
Vaky, we put in an official request to meet 
with oy | of State Cyrus Vance in the 
near future. Wayne Smith promised he would 
arrange the meeting and would get in touch 
with us during the next two weeks. 


The Committee’s official activity was not 
limited to handing over the signatures and the 
meeting with Wayne Smith. A larger delega- 
tion, of Committee members from 11 states and 
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from Puerto Rico, split into several groups 
and met with government officials between 
June 26 and 27. 


They met among others with Senator 
Zorinsky, in charge of Latin American affairs 
in the Senate’s foreign relations commitiee; 
John Rendon, head of the Democratic Party's 
political affairs department; Congressmen 
Claude Pepper, of the Miami area, and Dante 
Fasce'l, of the Miami beach area; Congress- 
men Ireland and Fukua, of Florida; Senator 
Williams and Congressman: Guarini, of New 
Jersey; aides for the offices of Senators Chiles 
and Stone, of Florida; and Senator Tsongas, 
of Massachussetts. 


They also met with Ramén Sénchez Parody, 
head of the Cuban Interests Section in Wash- 
ington. 


On June 26 the Committee held a press 
conference in the National Press Center to an- 
nounce the official handing over of the signa- 
tures. The press conference was well attended; 
there were:even Cubans who had kept on the 
margin of the agreements reached during the 
dialogue and had not taken part in efforts 
made by other groups of the community like 
the Caen henileah National Coalition, in 
favor of lifting the blockade, normalizing 
relations, etc. 


With Gémez, Arrom, Gil and Mederos were 
Miriam MuAiz, sister of Carlos Mufiz. Anto- 
nio Maceo Brigade National Committee mem- 
ber and president of Viajes Varadero tourist 
agency who was assassinated in Puerto Rico 
by a group of Cuban-born counterrevolution- 
aries on April 28. . 


“We've made 2 preliminary analysis of our 
activities in Washington in the last two duvs 
and agree that the outcome has been positive,” 
Gomez said. “First, because many political 
sectors in the United States that were unaware 
of the growing change of opinion among 
Cuban exiles are now beginning to recognize 
it; secondly, because of the very nature of our 
group, since we were no cheap politicians but 
rather people of good standing, not out for 
samsendl (aaetet or with personal ambitions. 
which made a very good impression: and 
thirdly, because the question of terrorism has 
-eroused. great Interest and the response was 
most positive, to the effect that senators and 
congressmen demand that U.S. authorities and 
the State Department take a more vigorous 
stand regarding threats and present acts of 
terrorism. 


“I would like to add that nobody should 
expect immediate results from our efforts. This 
is only the beginning of a series of efforis 
aimed at keeping the people and political 
leaders informed on the change that has taken 
place omong Cuban exiles regarding the lifting 
of the blockade and the normalization of rcle- 
tions; it’s the beginning of a process that we 
know will take a long time. But, | repeat, we 
believe that the first public, official step has 
been a positive one.” 














PARAGUAY 


"PATRIA' DEFENDS SUPPORT FOR SOMOZA IN OAS VOTE 
Asuncion PATRIA in Spanish 24 Jul 79 p 5 PY 
{Editorial: "Paraguay Did Not Vote for Somoza"] 


[Text ] It is worth straightening out a distorted view which the opponents 
of the national government and of the Colorado Party have given to the vote 
of the national representative to the latest meeting of foreign ministers 
called by the OAS, a vote which certainly failed to follow that of the ma- 
jority because of powerful and unquestionable principles and in line with 
its entirely legitimate traditional international policy. 


These opponents are well aware of the significance of this vote--failing to 
acknowledge this would mean attributing to them a lack of intelligence cer- 
tainly incompatible with their political standing--but since it is conven- 
ient for their current interests, they adjusted the fact that those inter- 
ests without regard for truth, fairness and honesty required by good poli- 
tics. Thus appeared the odd thesis that "Paraguay voted for Somoza." This 
charge is crude, offensive, treacherous and underhanded and this is acknowl- 
edged by all those who are not involved in the scheme. 


Regardless of the prevailing government, our country could vote no other way 
without betraying the principles upheld by the inter-American system and 
especially Paraguay. The vote did not take into account the personality of 
the ruler--and only rightfully so--but the international law which is based 

on the nonintervention and self-determination of peoples which epitomizes the 
sovereignty of states. If Paraguay failed to follow this opportunistic policy 
extremely dangerous for the future of the region, as was done by other govern- 
ments in a careless and shortsignted gesture, it should not be charged with 
having acted on the basis of circumstantial and doubtful solidarity. In- 
stead, it should be acknowledged that the country's position is supported by 
facts (an age-old uninterrupted tradition) and by both domestic and inter- 
national law. In this regard the national constitution is very clear (article 
9). It is the supreme law of the nation and together with the legal prin- 
ciples which rule over haemispheric relations, it provided the basis for the 
vote in question. 














Furthermore, since our government has been created within a democratic and 
representative system with the participation of many parties, this vote had 
to epitomize the policy of the nation's largest party whose declaration of 
principles and the new party program outline the guidelines for cases such as 
that created by the situation in Nicaragua. The articles 1, 2, 3 and others 
of chapter II of this program provide the ideological framework with which 
our country's position at the above-mentioned meeting is in line. 


Paraguay did not vote for Mr Somoza to remain, but for the continuing valid- 
ity of the principle of nonintervention in domestic affairs of the states and 
of the self-determination of the peoples. 


Equality before law is an admirable gain of democracy and a praiseworthy 
achievement of positive law. Aside from metaphysical connotations and theo- 
retical considerations, the real and practical basis of this principle can 
be found in the need to protect the weak from the power of the strong. This 
legal objective is attained at the international level by principles such 

as the equality of states and the other two we have repeatedly mentioned. 


These principles are not merely legal theories but practical achievements 

resulting from the historical experience of the peoples. They are the armour 
of those who do not have enough strength to protect their inalienable rights 
from the arbitrariness and the prepotence of those who have the power to in- 


pose their will. We must look for the true motives of the vote and not distort 


it by personal or other interpretations without regard to the principles on 
which it is really based. 
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PARAGUAY 


MENGELE'S WHEREABOUTS, STATUS QUERIED 
Paraguay Revokes Citizenship 
Buenos Aires LATIN in Spanish 2045 GMT 31 Jul 79 PY 


[Excerpt] Vienna, 31 Jul (LATIN-REUTER)--Simon Wiesenthal, the Nazi hunter, 
announced here today that Paraguay has revoked the citizenship of Joseph 
Mengele, the murderous doctor of the Nazi concentration camps. 


Wiesenthal, whose Jewish documentation center--which is established in this 
city--tried unsuccessfully to get the Paraguayan Government to extradite 
Mengele, remarked that he had received the information from UN Secretary 
General Kurt Waldheim, 


Last month Wiesenthal addressed a letter to Waldheim and to all the repre- 
sentatives of the international community who are members of the United 
Nations asking them to use their influence in order to persuade the Para- 
guayan authorities to extradite Mengele, who was the doctor at the Auschwitz 
concentration camp in Poland. 


Wiesenthal remarked to this agency today that he had received an answer 
from Waldheim informing him that, after consulting with the Asuncion govern- 


ment, Paraguay had revoked Mengele's citizenship, which was granted to him 
in 1959, and that the Nazi doctor is not to be found in Paraguay. The 
report aid not say to where he had traveled. 


Official's Statement Questioned 
Asuncion ABC COLOR in Spanish 1 Aug 79 p 13 PY 


[Excerpt] Editor's note: When asked about this information, Miguel Angel 
Bestard, Interior Ministry under secretary, remarked that he had absolutely 
no knowledge as to whether this measure had been implemented, "This is," 
Bestard said, "a matter pertaining to the judicial branch. That is the 
branch which has to resolve this situation," 


Juan Felix Morales, president of the supreme court, stated yesterday, when 
asked about this matter, that he had absolutely no knowledge about the 














information in the report. He indicated that the interior minister had 
already indicated that Mengele is not in the country. Finally, Morales 
remarked that "I have no record that Mengele was granted Paraguayan 
nationality." 


Mario Lopez Escobar, ambassador to the United States, remarked last night 
when interviewed by telephone that in fact Mengele had lost his Paraguayan 
citizenship. He explained that according to the Constitution a person who 
becomes a citizen loses this right if he leaves the country for more than 
2 years. The diplomat repeated that this is so in Mengele's case. He added 
that the Nazi war criminal “left Paraguay many years ago and no one knows 
where he is. Neither does he pay taxes. In other words, he has lost his 
citizenship, he has already lost all his rights."' Lopez Escobar remarked 
that he knew nothing about the information given to the United Nations by 
Paraguay. He stressed that during the morning he was in contact with 

Dr Gonzalez Arias, the UN ambassador, and that he was not aware of this 
information. Therefore I believe, he added, that there is nothing to 

this matter. 


CSO: 3010 


26 








URUGUAY 


PLIGHT OF LIBERTAD INMATE BASIS FOR GDR SOLIDARITY APPEAL 


kast Berlin HORIZONT in German Vol 12, No 20, 1979 signed to press 7 May 79 
p 12 


[Text] Gerardo Cuesta, member of the executive committee of the Central 
Committee of the Comunist Party of Uruguay and secretary of the central 
union, CNT, has been languishing in the notorious "Libertad" concentration 
camp since the beginning of 1976. He was a victim of the bir raid by the 
Fascist officers that imprisoned thousands of democrats, union officials, 
deputies of the dissolved parliament, well known scientists and politicians. 


Gerardo Cuesta is an experienced official of the Uruguayan unions. Because 
of this he is the object of special hate of the reactionaries. First the 
executors threw him into the torture center of the 13th cavalry regiment in 
Montevideo. Here the 61-year old communist had to suffer the most cruel 
tortures for weeks, The torturers hanged him up by the wrists, tortured 
him with electric shocks, and immersed his head in a container of dirty 
water. Many patriots have already been killed by means of these bestialities. 
Gerardo Cuesta was to be forced to betray his party and his class. But the 
communist stood up to his torturers and declared: "You can expect nothing 
from me, no information, no names, I dedicated my life to the cause of the 
working class and I am ready to die for it if it is necessary." 


Gerardo Cuesta was born in the Uruguayan provincial town of Mercedes, His 
parents were workers; he learned the milling trade and has been closely tied 
to the struggles of the Uruguayan metal workers and their union UNTNRA. It 
was this union that began the unification of workers in one central union. 
Cuesta played a prominent role at the side of the secretary general of UNTMRA, 
Rosario Pietrarvia, in this process that led to the establishment of the 
central union CNT, As secretary of CNT Cuesta fought against the estab- 
lishment of the dictatorship on 2/ June 1973, Gerardo Cuesta always tied his 
union activities to his political ones. The workers of Montevideo sent him 
to parliament as their representative. From 1966 to 1971 he steadfastly, 
cleverly, and convincingly represented the demands of the workers in debates 
or on the commissions, He worked out many laws in favor of the workers and 
presented them to parliament. This was happening in the years when fascism 
was preparing its attack on democracy, when the Frente Amplio under the 
leadership of General Liber Seregni presented a clear perspective for anti- 
imperialist and progressive zovernment. 
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Gerardo Cuesta fought untiringly against fascism--even after the coup. 

This untiring struggle for democracy and freedom sufficed as "grounds" 

for the fascists to throw him in jaii. They want to sentence the upright 
revolutionary and patriot to along deprivation of freedom and bring about 

his physical annihilation. Three years imprisonment, torture, poor nutrition, 
and the lack of any medical attention have resuited in Gerardo Cuesta's 
rapidly deteriorating state of health. Recently the CNT, fighting illegally 
in Uruguay, called for the rescue of this patriot who is imprisoned in the 
"Libertad" concentration camp. More than 30 patriots have contracted 
tuberculosis here. 


The regime wants to sentence Gerardo Cuesta and many thousands of Uruguayan 
antifascists to prison terms of up to 20 years, Only international solidarity 
and the struggle of the patriots in Uruguay can force a genera] amensty for 
all political prisoners. 


In a declaration of the solidarity committee of the GDR the representatives 
of the social and cultural life of the GDR not long ago expressly demanded 
from the president of Uruguay, Aparicio Mendez, the cessation of terror in 
Uruguay and freedom from all illegally imprisoned patriots, information 
concerning all those who have "disappeared" and the reestablishment of 
democratic freedoms. In the name of the people of the GDR they once again 
expressed the unbreakable solidarity with the people of Uruguay fighting 
for their democratic rights and freedoms. 
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VENEZUELA 


CARTER*S ENERGY POLICY NOT TO AFFECT OLL EXPORTS 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 17 Jul 79 p D-8 


/Text/ The energy measures announced by President Carter will not affect 
Venezuelan 011 exports. 


Energy and Mines Minister Humberto Calderon Berti's appraisal is related 
to his view that it will be very difficult for the United States to cut by 
half its imports of crude oil and derivatives by 1990, 


Fuel consumption, especially of gasoline, has been very inflexible and it 
is this excessive consumption of these products that is a tactor contributing 
to the world fuel shortages. 


Calderon Berti believes that the U.S. President's speech was positive with 
the exception of his indirect reference to OPEC being responsible for the 
ilis plaguing the world economy. 


Carter has repeatedly warned the U.S. public about the need to curtail its 
insatiable appetite for fuels that has led the United States to increase 
its purchases of oil, in less than a decade, from{@.3 billion to $60 billion. 


The Minister of Energy and Mines maintains that it is the increased world 
demand for oil and not higher prices which has created problems for the 
United S‘ates. 


"The efforts of the United States and those of other industrialized countries," 
he said, “will only help to lessen the problem which will present itself in 
several years when demand will exceed the actual supply.” 


Referring to the difficulties encountered by the Carter administration in 
finding the necessary political support for his conservation plans, Calderon 
Berti saids “I hope he gets the support of the U.S. people and Congress." 


PETROVEN {Venezuelan Petroleum Corpany/ 


Reporters asked Calderon Berti about the upcoming election of PETROVEN's 
president and board of directors. 














“We will hold two stockholders meetings. At one we will discuss the 
results of first quarter operations for 1979 and at the second the board 
elections will be held.” 


/Question/ Will Gen Alfonzo Ravard be re-elected or will PETROVEN have a 
new president? 


/Answer/ We still don't know, he said. 

/Question/ What will be the makeup of the new board? 

/Answer/ Minister Calderon Berti refused to mention any names but he gave 
assurances that the policy of keeping the nationalized industry apolitical 
would be maintained and he said that the new board would be composed of 
people with a great deal of experience in the field. 


/Question/ But will there be any changes? 


Answer/ Some directors will be replaced while others will continue as is 
the case in any other industry. 


With respect to the volume of production for the current year, he estimated 
that it would be an average of 2.3 million barrels per day, including 

liquid gas. However, by 1980, according to PETROVEN projections, production 
will again reach 2.2 million barrels per day. 
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VENEZUEIA 


SOVIET LABOR LEADERS VISIT TO STRENGTHEN UNION TIES 
Caracas TRIBUNA POPULAR in Spanish 6-12 Jul 79 p 5 


fExcerpt -] After att ending the 3rd Congress of the Colombian Trade Union 
Th 


Conf federation and at the invitation of the CUTV /Unified Workers Federation 
of | Venezuelal’, Mokrenko Roman Alekseyevich and Albert iy A. Illin visited 

our country. Alekseyevich is president of the Regional Council of Ukranian 
Trade Unions while Illin is a member of the Central Council of Soviet Trade 


Unions International Department 


During their stay here, the Soviet labor leaders visited PCV {Communi st 
Party of Venezuela/ headquarters where they spoke with TRIBUNA POPULAR 
about the reason for their visit to Venezuela. They also discussed some 
aspects of the achievements of the workers who have been in power since 
1917 when construction began of the first socialist country in the world, 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 


They told us that their activities during their visit included visits to 
CUTV [Unified Workers Federation of Venezuela/ affiliates. 


"One of the basic objectives we have attempted to fulfill during our trip 

is to strengthen and expand relations with the different trade union 
confederations, the CTV [Confederation of Workers of Venezuela/, CODESA 
(Committee of Autonomous “Unions /, the CRT fRegional Labor Federation/, which 
are afftliated with international organizations of differing ideologies, 

and with the CGT which is independent. 


During their meetings with these orgaizations, the Soviet labor leaders 
expressed their views on the subject of unity of action ii the struggle 
for social progress for the workers and also on the struggle to safeguard 
peace and to broaden detente beyond the political arena. 


With respect to the broadening of detente, the Soviet leaders explained 
that this could be understood as cooperation among nations. For example, 
after the SALT II treaty is signed, the resources that were used to manu- 
facture weapons could be used to help nations with underdevelopment tasks 
and so forth. 








VENEZUELA 


BRIEFS 


INCREASED FOREIGN EXCHANGE DRAIN--Caracas, 14 July-—Outflows of foreign 
exchange in 1978 totaled $16.7 billion which represents an increase of 

$4.9 billion over the 1977 figure, according to the Central Bank of 
Venezuela. The demand for foreign currency by commercial banks accounts 
for a major portion of that figure. Commercial banks required $13.1 billion 
in foreign exchange which represents an increase of $5.27 billion over the 
1977 figure or almost double that amount. The increased demand for foreign 
exchange in the private sector basicall’ stems from an increase in imports 
of goods and services, unilateral transfers and requirements for private 
investment abroad. It is interesting to note, on the other hand, that the 
demand for foreign exchange in the public sector showed a drop of $470 mil- 
lion and totaled $2.37 billion while in 1977 the figure stood at $2.84 bil- 
lion. This decrease, which contrasts with the real major requirements 
stemming from imports and the external debt service, can be explained since 
a portion of the foreign exchange required by the public sector to meet the 
import provisions of the programs contained in the Investment Law dealing 
with the basic sectors of production was channeled through commercial banks 
and through supplier credits. /Text//Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in 
Spanish 15 Jul 79 p i/ 8599 
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